Protecting the Prevention and Public Health Fund
Legislative Ask:  Please protect advancements we’ve made in cancer prevention by voting against the Johanns Amendment to the Small Business Jobs and Credit Act and voting for the Nelson alternative. 
Background

This spring, Congress made an historic investment in public health through the creation of the Prevention and Public Health Fund as part of the Affordable Care Act. The fund would provide a dedicated stream of resources to pay for much-needed preventive services, community level prevention, and public health.  We are already seeing the benefits of this fund in action, as investments are being made in state and local tobacco cessation, obesity prevention, and nutrition and physical activity.  
But now this critical program is in jeopardy.  Senator Mike Johanns has proposed an amendment (SA 4531) to the Small Business Jobs and Credit Act to repeal a provision in the Affordable Care Act that closed a tax-loophole by requiring businesses and some non-profits to report cumulative purchases of more than $600 on their federal taxes.  
To pay for this amendment, implementation of the Prevention and Public Health Fund would be pushed back to 2018, and $11 billion out of $15 billion would be cut from the fund, effectively eliminating it altogether.  There could be additional impact on the law, and ACS CAN is reviewing it to see how those changes could affect people with cancer. 
Senator Bill Nelson (D-FL) introduced an alternative amendment that would protect the public health fund by taxing the 5 largest oil and gas companies in order to pay for the fund.  ACS CAN supports this amendment.  It protects consumers by preserving funding for the Prevention and Health Public Fund, while also addressing concerns about the tax reporting requirements for non-profits and small businesses by making them less burdensome.
Talking Points

· ACS CAN volunteers have fought hard at the national, state and local levels to increase prevention funding and transform our "sick care" heath system to focus more on health and wellness. Any cuts to the program will be a step back for cancer patients and their families.

· Every day, 1500 people in America die from cancer.  Sixty percent of these cancer deaths could be prevented by applying proven prevention and early detection strategies.  

· Prior to the Affordable Care Act, less than 4% of all federal health care spending went toward prevention and early detection.  

· The Affordable Care Act included a historic investment in prevention through the creation of the Prevention and Public Health Fund.  This investment is critical to improve health and wellness.

· The Prevention Trust fund will be used to increase our investment in community health programs such as tobacco quitlines, cancer screenings, obesity counseling, and improving nutrition and physical activity. 

· If we take money away from this fund, it will be devastating for our health care system and for so many cancer patients and their families.

· The Johanns amendment is paid for by eliminating the $15 billion Prevention Trust Fund.

· The Nelson alternative protects both small businesses and prevention health funds. 

· Please vote against the Johann’s amendment and vote for the Nelson alternative amendment to ensure that small businesses and people fighting cancer can both remain strong and healthy.

